Have a voice.
Have a choice.
Everything you need to know about
the Scottish Local Authority Elections
in 2022
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What's happening?
On Thursday the 5th of May 2022, local elections will be taking
place across the UK. This is your chance to exercise your right to
vote, and have a say in who will represent you at a local level for
the next five years.

Who am I electing?
In Scotland, elections are taking place for the 32 Local Authority
Councils. Local Authority areas are split into different wards (the
number of wards in each region depends on the size and population of
the region), and you will be voting for the councillors who will
represent your local ward. The number of councillors for each ward
will depend on size and population. Successful candidates will make
up the Council which governs the Local Authority. There are over
1,200 councillors across the whole of Scotland.
Councillors represent political parties just like MPs and MSPs do, but
there are also more independent candidates for council elections than
at other levels of government. If one party elects a majority of
councillors then that party will run the Local Authority, but most often
there is not a clear majority and the Councils are made up of a
coalition of two or more parties.
There are also local elections taking place on the same day for Wales
and some parts of England, as well as Legislative Assembly elections
in Northern Ireland.
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What powers do Local Authorities have?
Local Authorities control many of the public services that we use every
day but may not think much about, such as rubbish and recycling
collection, upkeep of street lighting, roads and transport, and social
care. They also own all state schools in the Local Authority area and
are responsible for running them (eg. paying for upkeep of the
buildings themselves, heating and electricity, and hiring catering
companies to make the school lunches). Another important power that
the Local Authorities hold is over housing and planning. All new
buildings and developments in the Local Authority area must be
granted permission by the Council.
Many of these areas of responsibility come with significant potential for
climate action and emissions reductions. In fact, most local climate
actions you can take come under the jurisdiction of your local Council,
so it makes a huge difference if you have some proactive councilors in
your area. This is one reason why voting in Council elections is so
important.

Who can vote?
In Scotland, you are allowed to
vote in Local Authority elections
if you are aged 16 or over on
the day of the election, and are
either a British, Irish or EU
citizen living in Scotland, or a
citizen from another country
who has permission to enter or
stay in Scotland (including
those with refugee status). You
also must be registered to vote
in Scotland.
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How do I register to vote?
If you have voted in any election before, and your name, address
and nationality has not changed since the last time, you will not have
to re-register and your polling card should reach you by post in time
for the election.
If you haven’t voted before or if any of the above details have
changed, you will need to register to vote online. It only takes a few
minutes, and all you need is your name, address and National
Insurance number. The link to register is:
https://www.mygov.scot/register-to-vote-scotland
The deadline to register to vote is Monday 18th April 2022.
If you can’t make it to the polling station in person on the day of the
election, you can register for either a postal or a proxy vote. These
are separate registration processes and can be done either through
your Local Authority or as an option on the online registration form.
If you register for a postal vote, a ballot paper will be sent to you by
post before the election and you must fill it out and return it by the
day of the election, along with your signature and date of birth to
verify your identity. The deadline to register for a postal vote is
5pm on Tuesday 19th April 2022.
If you register for a proxy vote, you are giving permission for
somebody else to cast your vote for you. The person you appoint as
your proxy must also qualify to vote in this election, and you can only
act as a proxy for two other people apart from close family
members. You can apply for a proxy vote for a specific election if
you know you won’t be able to vote on polling day, or you can apply
for a longer-term proxy vote for reasons of work, education or
disability. The deadline to register for a proxy vote in this election
is 5pm on Tuesday 26th April 2022.
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How do I find out who the candidates are?
The candidates who are standing for election in each ward will be
announced around March 30th. Candidates have a two-week window to
submit their nominations (they must be nominated by somebody to
stand for election) which ends on March 30th, after which information
about the whole election, including who is standing in which ward, and
where the polling stations will be, is made public.
Candidates will then start their election campaigns - attending events,
handing out leaflets and generally persuading people to vote for them by
advertising the values they stand for. This is also a good opportunity for
you to contact your local candidates and ask them questions about their
plans for climate action in your local area. Candidates will want to win
your vote so they should be happy to talk to you and answer your
questions.
Since it’s unlikely that individual political parties will win a majority of
seats in any Council anyway, you can pay more attention to the individual
campaigns of the candidates in your area. Which one do you think will be
the most responsive or accountable once they are in office? It may be
that the candidate who will be the most proactive in office is part of a
political party that you wouldn’t usually vote for, or running as an
independent.
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How much does my vote actually count?
Voter turnout is usually low for Local Authority elections (in the last
election in May 2017, only 46% of eligible people voted, compared to
63% in the 2021 Scottish General election. This means that your vote
is more important than ever.

The Single
Transferrable Vote
The voting system used in Council
elections is the Single Transferrable
Vote system (STV). This is different
from the First Past the Post system
used in national elections, where
essentially the candidate with the
most votes wins the seat. With the
STV system, you don’t just vote for
one candidate; you rank the
candidates in order of preference
by putting numbers in the boxes
beside each candidate’s name.
There will be several councillors
elected for each ward, but your
vote only counts once. A quota is
worked out by dividing the number
of votes cast by the number of
councillors to be elected. The votes
are then counted in stages – in the
first stage, only the first-choice
votes are counted.

If any candidates receive more than
the quota of votes, they are
successfully elected and any excess
votes for them are then transferred
to the voters’ second choice of
candidate. The votes are then recounted and the same thing
happens again; if any candidates
reach the quota they are elected,
and their excess votes pass on to
the voters’ third choice. If at any
stage no candidates have reached
the quota, the candidate with the
lowest number of votes is
eliminated and their votes are
redistributed to the voters’ next
preferred candidates. The recounting process is repeated until
the required number of councillors
have reached the quota.
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Although it seems complicated, the STV system means that there
are far fewer wasted or tactical votes. One thing to remember is
that if you give a number to every single candidate, even the ones
you really don’t want to be elected, your vote could count for any
one of them. If there is a candidate that you really don’t agree with,
it is better not to give them a number at all, so your vote can never
count towards their quota.

It's election day - how do I actually vote?
On election day, you will need to find out where your local polling station is.
These are often held in schools, church halls, or community centres. Your
polling card will tell you which polling station to go to, and you will not be
able to vote at any other location apart from the one on your polling card.
Polls are usually open from 7am-10pm on election days and you can go
any time during the day. If you don’t have much time, you might want to
go at a time when it is likely to be quiet, such as first thing in the morning,
as there are often queues at busy times, for example when people finish
work at around 5pm.
You don’t need to take anything with you to the polling station. When you
arrive, you just have to give your name to one of the poll clerks (the people
running the polling station) and they will cross it off their list and give you
your ballot paper. You will then have to take this to a voting booth to fill out
to keep your vote private.
The ballot paper will have a list of all the candidates standing for election,
along with what political party they belong to (if any). As per the Single
Transferrable Vote system you will be asked to rank the candidates from
most to least preferred by numbering them. Remember you do not have
to give a number to every candidate on the paper, indeed if there is one
you really don’t want to be elected it is better not to give them a number at
all.
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When you have finished filling out your ballot paper, you need to fold it and
place it in the ballot box, which is kept sealed until the votes are counted. If
you have any questions about how to vote on the day, the polling station
staff will be happy to help you.

How can I stay engaged after the election?
Democracy doesn’t end when elections are over. Your local
councillors are there to represent you and you can contact them and
ask them questions whenever you like (as long as the questions are
about things that are in their power). You’ll be able to find email
addresses for all the councillors in your Local Authority on your
Council’s website, or by putting in your postcode at this link. You don’t
have to be limited to the councillors for your ward either. Different
councillors sit on different committees and working groups within the
Council, which may be more or less relevant to your questions. You
can see which committees or working groups each councillor sits on,
as well as their general areas of interest, on the Council website.
Individual councillors can also propose motions for the whole Council
to debate as long as the motion is seconded by another councillor, so
this can be an effective way of bringing an issue to the Council’s
attention. For example, you could ask one of your councillors to
propose that the Council officially declares a Climate Emergency, or
that they divest their pension fund from fossil fuels. Sustain has some
more great ideas on some of the areas in which Local Authorities can
take action on climate change.
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Resources:
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27933
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/voter-identification-faqs
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/politics/scottishpolitics/3957213/scottish-local-council-elections/
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/
2017/5/19/Local-government-elections-2017-1-1#Single-TransferableVote
https://votingcounts.org.uk/2021-elections-visualised
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-authorities-factsheet/
https://www.ywcascotland.org/vote-in-the-2022-scottish-councilelections/
https://cdn.friendsoftheearth.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/local%
20authority%20pension%20activist%20briefing%20NOV%202017%20
FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.sustainweb.org/climatechange/councils/
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