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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Reel Youth Media is a creative digital music project for young people aged 12 – 19 years old which aims
to develop technical and creative production skills whilst supporting young musicians, performers and
youth music service providers to create innovative digital media content and live events. As
contributors to Make Music Day 2021, the young people we work with were very keen to explore issues
around climate change in the run up to COP26 being held in Glasgow. Make Music Day UK is an annual
event and is a regular activity in the Reel Youth Media/Totally Sound calendar. In 2020 we were the UK
winners of the best cover version of Bring Me Sunshine and this year we were proud to be able to
defend this title and for a second year running were named the 2021 Make Music Day winners for the
best cover version for our Stand By Me music video. We embarked on a workshop process with young
people across digital platforms to write a spoken word piece, construct our intro to the song and
provide guide tracks and musical support for young musicians attending our partner 'Totally Sound
Youth Music Project'.

ABOUT THE YOUNG PEOPLE

Many young people were involved in this process, including a group of young women refugees who
used this as a platform to develop language skills, cultural engagement, and their content
contributed to the final piece. For many, this was the first time theyhad performed with their
instrument in a public setting. The young people are from all over Edinburgh and beyond. Their
level of musical talent ranged from beginner to experienced performers. Our approach is to support
all abilities to contribute to the project. Our version of Stand By Me focusses on issues around
climate activism and, in the lead up to COP26, the young people we work with were keen to use this
song as a vehicle to express their concerns. It involved lots of performers from across the city
getting involved with help from mums, dads and carers who were doing the filming and recording
the audio for us. This is where the talents and skills of our staff play a vital role in supporting young
people’s engagement.

THE ROLE OF THE YOUTH WORKER

Reel Youth Media and Totally Sound staff are not only highly gifted and skilled musicians and digital
creatives but they are also experienced youth engagement staff. Both programmes are young
person centred and the focus is on developing the creative interests, confidence and skills of the
young person. The staff play a pivotal role in supporting a young persons learning and importantly
create opportunities/projects for young to build connections/networks/friendships/groups of peers
interested in creating work together. The Stand By Me Project was delivered online at a time when
face to face engagement wasn't possible and young people (and their families) were supported to
take part through a series of weekly tutor led online workshops. They were supported by staff
through a mix of online 1-2-1 tuition and a few face to face, socially distanced outdoor
engagements/recordings. Given the socially distanced nature of our times the flexibility, ingenuity
and determination of youth work staff has been the key to keeping young people engaged and the
eventual success of the projects' aims and objectives. All our staff have undertaken training around
engaging young people who present with a variety of particular needs and capacities. The Stand By
Me Project was directed, coordinated and produced by our RYM Project Coordinator Stephen
Tierney. The song was arranged by Garry Hall (RYM/Totally Sound tutor). The spoken word
introduction was written by various groups of young people including participants at Totally Sound
Music Project and a girls group of new Scot refugees. Supported by tutor Erin Todd (Totally Sound
tutor). Introduction poem performed by Anna Maria Tomala (13). Guitar introduction written by
tutor Conal McIntosh and performed by Archie Sorensen (18). Performers were supported to learn
their parts by tutors at Totally Sound Music Project.

"I think 'stand by me' is a great example of working together
and it is a fantastic song, I had so much fun learning it and
making the cover. One of the biggest skills I developed is
definitely teamwork. It was great to collaborate with many
different musicians from whom we could learn many different
skills. I feel very proud of myself and all the other participant
as well as teachers who have given it their best."

THE IMPACT

Maintaining a quality provision for young peoples creative learning. Make Music Day provided a
clear focus and purpose for young people. Stand By Me enabled young people to consider their
feelings/anxieties regarding climate change. Young people felt involved/engaged/able to make a
positive contribution and be seen and heard. The project established a commitment to creative
learning for young people resulting in a commitment to Reel Youth Media/Totally Sound
programme. The obvious quality and success of the Stand By Me music video and winning the UK
Make Music day best UK wide cover version developed a sense of pride amongst young people for
their achievements at a time when current Covid restrictions and mitigations were impacting on
young peoples day to day routines and social interactions. The Stand By Me music video has been
shown by climate active groups and at events as a stimulus for debate and as a means of
providing context and atmosphere. The success of the collective approach to music making has
established a successful delivery practice method for Totally Sound and Reel Youth Media that
continues to engage young people.

youth work outcomes
Young people are confident, resilient and optimistic for the future
Young people manage personal, social and formal relationships
Young people create, describe and apply their learning and skills
Young people participate safely and effectively in groups
Young people express their voice and demonstrate social commitment
Young people broaden their perspectives through new experiences and thinking

sustainable development goals
Good health and wellbeing
Quality education
Climate action
Partnerships for the goals

CHALLENGES

The major challenge that faced us at the time was the lack of opportunity to deliver a face to face
provision due to Covid restrictions on access to buildings and resources. The only solution was to
continue with our online mode of delivery that we developed from the beginning of lockdown.
Working in the online environment was challenging for staff who were delivering musical and creative
digital learning with young people. Access to IT and sufficient broadband was also an issue for some
young people. In order to ensure participation we accessed free tablets and free WIFI bundles from
partner voluntary agencies and delivered these to young people. Even this equipment and set up was
fraught with it's own challenges for recipients and staff. Perseverance and having skilled and
dedicated staff is the key to making things work, maintaining engagement at all costs.

SUCCESSES

A collective purpose and focus from staff and young people. Everyone, whatever their ability,
was able to make a positive contribution. Staff were prepared to go that extra mile to ensure that
young people were engaged. Wider family were involved in the young people's engagement.
Experienced staff with appropriate skills and talents were involved. We ensured recognition for
young people, Reel Youth Media and Totally Sound for the work produced. Maintaining contact
with young people throughout the project was essential. Providing guidance, resources, advice,
encouragement, keeping a good humour, managing the technical hurdles and access to IT and
most importantly being there as a resource for young people.

NEXT STEPS

Reel Youth Media and Totally Sound will be continuing to support young people to create
music videos and collective song/music production. We meet weekly at Southbridge
Resource Centre on Saturdays from 1-4pm supporting young peoples creativity. We run 3 x
10 week terms and a Summer Sound holiday programme for a week during the summer
school holidays. We will continue to respond to the hopes and concerns of young people
throughout our practice. Climate change will continue to be an issue that will be a focus for
the work we deliver.

www.totallysound.org

Facebook: REELYOUTHMEDIA

