#YouthWorkCeilidh

Scotland’s #YouthWorkCeilidh will be a huge celebration of youth
workers across the country and a way to say a big thank you
for all their support throughout the pandemic. As a society, we
have said many heartfelt thanks to workers in Scotland who have
been there throughout these challenging times, so now is the
time to celebrate all things youth work – and what better way to
celebrate than by flinging a ceilidh!
The original meaning of ceilidh in
Gaelic is a social gathering of people
to celebrate, tell stories and have fun.
It’s been an extraordinarily challenging
18 months for youth workers and the
young people they support, so now’s the
time for folk from across the sector to
let their hair down, don their dancing
shoes and come together for Scotland’s
#YouthWorkCeilidh!
For three fantastic days in September we
will all gather over social media and share
incredible stories and impact through
#YouthWorkCeilidh. Who knows, we may
even be able to do some face-to-face
events by that point! The celebrating will
start on Wednesday 1st September and
end on Friday 3rd September.
Each day will have a particular theme that people
can get creative with, these are our initial thoughts
for themes:

Pick a partner – an opportunity to nominate
organisations and/or youth workers for the
incredible work they’ve done and see they get the
recognition they deserve

Take to the floor – celebrate and have fun by
sharing your take on all things ceilidh, whether
it’s song, a bit of group birling, music or poetry,
it’s a chance for some fun, creative content and
promote your organisation, youth workers and
young people

Crackin’ blether – share your own stories from
the past 18 months; what’s motivated or inspired
you, or simply kept you going, when the going got
tough - tell your tales of brilliant, life-changing
youth work

We want as many organisations,
youth workers and young people
to get involved with Scotland’s
#YouthWorkCeilidh. We want to see
lots of best practice examples of
youth work from across Scotland –
here’s some ideas for how you can
get involved!

Grab your phone and record a short video
about the theme. You could interview staff
and young people, share footage of activities
you’re doing during the week or share your own
thoughts in a video diary style piece!
If you’re not sure how to create a video, take a
look at this blog from the Comms Residential
which includes a short video from Media
Education with their top three tips for
creating a good video.

Those moments of the last 18 months
captured forever, whether that’s been
food deliveries, youth work in the
outdoors or digital, share your images of a
year like no other.

Quotes that capture the thanks and celebration of
youth workers and organisations, let’s give people
a big shout out for their role in supporting young
people.

Ok so we maybe can’t have a face-to-face ceilidh
yet, but you can share your music, songs and dance
with us – the livelier the better!

Share, like, comment - whatever you decide to
do during the #YouthWorkCeilidh, make sure you
tag us in your content (@YouthLinkScot) and use
#YouthWorkCeilidh. We’ll share your videos, tweets
and pictures across our channels.

We all know someone or a team
of people who moved heaven
and earth to ensure young
people continued to have access
to youth work even under the most trying of
circumstances. Use our special e-postcards
to give a big shout out to a youth worker
and/or organisation who has supported
young people and made life feel that little
bit brighter.

We are always looking for your stories to
share, so send us a blog and we will share
and feature on our website.

Get in touch with your MSP, MP and local
councillors and get them involved. They love a
fun photo shoot, hearing from young people
and would be delighted to take part. It’s a
chance for them to say thanks to youth
workers and projects.

We’ll also be sharing our own content
throughout our three day ceilidh, so keep
an eye on our Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram too!

